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Arab Architecture Archive: From Academic Assignment to Public Resource

Ruth Liberty-Shalev, assistant professor, head of the Heritage, Conservation and Regeneration Unit,
The Faculty of Architecture and Town Planning, Technion - Israel Institute of Technology
rishalev@gmail.com

Arab Architecture Archive is a unique project through which students at the Technion’s Faculty of Architecture
and Town Planning participate in establishing a cumulative digital database of Arab architectural heritage. The
students who enroll in the academic course are exposed to methods of documentation and to concepts of
tradition, heritage, regionalism, vernacular architecture, and modernism. The main aim of the course is to acquaint
the students with the varied architectural expressions of regional Arab culture as essential components of our local
heritage. Additionally, the course leverages the academic research process and its products to create an online
database, accessible to the general public. This paper describes the process of creating the Arab Architecture
Archive, its goals, and its outcomes to date. The database is sponsored by the Technion's Social Hub, and is
available on the Social Hub’s website.

Keywords: Archive, Arab architecture, Technion, Social Hub
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"The result of the human-environment interaction constitutes culture and has led to the development of a multitude of cultures by different people in *
different environments. Vernacular architecture is one of the most concrete manifestations of this interaction”. (Fathy, 1986: 69)
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(Fleming, Honour & Pevsner, 1991, p. 465)
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